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Ripe Nebbiolo Grapes in Serralunga d’Alba vineyard
These will be used for production of Barolo
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***  VERY GOOD

MONTIRIBALDI “Palazzina”
Lovely young garnet with aromas of currant, dried cherry and cedar. Medium-
full with good acidity and a nice earthiness in the finish. Nicely balanced
throughout. Best in 10-12 years.

GIACOSA FRATELLI “Basarin Vigna Gian Maté”
Bright garnet with aromas of red cherry, cedar, vanilla and a hint of sage.
Medium-bodied with refined tannins, lively acidity and big tannins. A bit rough
now, so give time. Best in 10-12 years.

FONTANABIANCA “Sori Burdin”
Pale garnet with aromas of cedar and dried cherry, Medium-full with rich fruit
persistence, firm tannins and balanced acidity. A bit disjointed now, so give
time. This has been a consistenly excellent Barbaresco, so this should round
out nicely in 7-10 years.

** GOOD

PERTINACE “Marcarini”
Pale garnet with aromas of cedar, caraway and thyme. Medium-bodied, this
has moderate concentration, young, but not overly powerful tannins that are a
bit sharp and has a dull, slightly dried out finish. Best in 5-7 years.

CIGLIUTI “Serraboella”
Deep ruby red-light garnet with aromas of vanilla, sage, cumin and dried
cherry. Medium-full with very good concentration. Ample oak and rather rough
now. Good persistence and balanced acidity. Best in 7-10 years.

LA CA NOVA “Bric Mentina”
Pale garnet with aromas of herbal tea, coffee and dried cherry. Medium-full,
this is strightforward with good acidity and moderate tannins. Rather
unexciting, but fairly well balanced and round. Best in 5-7 years.
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2005 BAROLOS
From the start, the 2005 Barolos are faced with a problem – they follow the
spectacular 2004 vintage. Any time that happens, the lesser vintage will suffer
in the eyes of the press.

The truth about 2005 is that is a good to very good vintage with some excellent
wines, but this is not a vintage that could be rated as great. There is good
depth of fruit, but not the intensity of 2004 or the aromatics or fruit
persistence. Acidity is good as is the overall balance.

I had a problem with some Barolos from La Morra, which seemed a bit dull and
lacking some fruit. The wines from this commune are normally lighter than
those from Serralunga or Monforte, so the strength of La Morra Barolos are
based upon their aromatics and suppleness of tannins. These qualities are not
that evident in 2005 for too many bottlings.

However, there are many fine offerings from Castiglione Falletto as well as
Serralunga and Monforte. The best of these wines will offer optimal drinking
pleasure in 15-20 years, so while these are not powerful wines, the finest are
well made and offer very good complexity.

***** OUTSTANDING

GIOVANNI SORDO “Gabutti” (Serralunga)
Lovely young garnet with aromas of cedar, red cherry and red roses – lovely
floral notes! Medium-full with excellent concentration. Great finesse – silky
tannins, beautifully defined acidity and subtle oak. Lovely wine with beautiful
complexity. Best in 12-15 years.

FRANCESCO RINALDI E FIGLI “Brunate” (La Morra)
Beautiful young garnet with enticing aromas of caraway, orange peel, dried
cherry and cedar. Medium-full with very good to excellent concentration.
Pinpoint acidity, beautifully integrated oak and refined tannins. A textbook
Barolo that is very sensual. Great length in the finish. Best in 12-15 years.

BARTOLO MASCARELLO
Lovely young garnet with classic aromas of sandalwood, orange peel, currant
and cedar. Medium-full with very good to excellent concentration. Beautiful
fruit complexity, a lengthy finish, subtle wood notes, refined tannins and lively
acidity. Another classic bottling from this outstanding producer. This will be at
its best in 12-15 years.

PRUNOTTO
Lovely young garnet with classic aromas of cedar, dried cherry, orange peel and
a hint of balsamic. Medium-full with very good to excellent concentration.
Long, long finish, beautifully defined acidity and graceful tannins. Gorgeous
wine offering lots of finesse! Best in 12-15 years – perhaps longer.



**** EXCELLENT

FAMIGLIA ANSELMA
Lovely young garnet with aromas of Earl Grey tea, orange peel, cedar and a
hint of sage. Medium-full with excellent concentration. Round, lengthy mid-
palate, nice complexity and an elegant finish. Nice harmoney of components.
Best in 12-15 years.

ELVIO COGNO “Ravera” (Novello)
Lovely garnet with aromas of cedar, dried cherry, rose petlas and date.
Medium-full with very good to excellent concnetration. Pinpoint acidity, nice
use of oak and polished tannins. Round, long finish. Elegant, well made wine
that will be at its best in 12-15 years.

GIANFRANCO BOVIO “Arborina” (La Morra)
Beautiful young garnet with aromas of balsamic, dried cherry and cedar.
Medium-full with very good concentration. Generous mid-palate, very good
fruit persistence and beautifully structured. Excellent complexity and beautiful
acidity. Best in 12-15 years.

MASSOLINO - VIGNA RIONDA “Margheria” (Serralunga)
Beautiful young garnet with gorgeous aromas of cedar, red cherry, truffle and
sandalwood. Medium-full with very good to excellent concentration. Generous
mid-palate, lively acidity and round tannins. Excellent complexity with nice
subtle characteristics. Finesse over power – best in 12-15 years.

MASSOLINO – VIGNA RIONDA “Parafada” (Serralunga)
Lovely young garnet with aromas of cherry, orange peel and currant. Medium-
full, this has a generous mid-palate and a beautiful finish with excellent fruit
persistence, elegant tannins and lively acidity. Nicely balanced wine that
beautifully expresses its terroir. Best in 12-15 years.

GIACOMO FENNOCHIO “Bussia” (Monforte)
Beautiful young garnet with aromas of rose petals, red cherry and cedar.
Medium-full with very good concentration. Round, elegant tannins, lively
acidity and very good fruit persistence. Traditionally made, this will be at its
best in 10-12 years.

CASCINA DEL MONASTERO “Bricco Luciani” (La Morra)
Lovely young garnet with lovely aromas of red cherry, cedar, currant a nd a
hint of truffle. Medium-full with very good concentration. Round, elegant
tannins and nice complexity. Best in 12-15 years.

ANDREA OBERTO “Brunate” (La Morra)
Bright young garnet with aromas of currant, cedar and a hint of nutmeg.
Medium-full with very good concentration. Round tannins, nice fruit
persistence and very good acidity. Best in 12-15 years.
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** GOOD

AURELIO SETTIMO
Youthful garnet with aromas of dried cherry, vanilla and currant. Medium-full
with good concentration. Short finish with a slightly bitter finish. This needs
time to settle down. Best in 10-12 years.

CASCINA DEL MONASTERO “Bricco Riund” (La Morra)
Deep garnet with aromas of vanilla, caraway and cumin. Medium-full with good
concentration. Earthy, herbal finish with slightly rough tannins. A bit
disjointed now. Best in 10-12 years.

BEL COLLE “Monvigliero” (Verduno)
Young, bright garnet with aromas of dried cherry and earthy notes. Medium-
bodied with good concentration. Some cherry fruit is evident, but the finish is
short and rather earthy. Balanced acidity. Best in 10-12 years.

TENUTA MONTANELLO “Montanello” (Castiglione Falletto)
Deep garnet with aromas of dried brown herbs, dried cherry and vanilla.
Earthy finish with sharp tannins and balanced acidity. Best in 10-12 years.

PRUNOTTO “Bussia” (Monforte)
Deep garnet with aromas of rhubarb, caraway and orange peel. Medium-full
with very good concentration. Lean finish with a touch too much alcohol.
Slightly sharp tannins. Best in 12-15 years.

RECENT BAROLO VINTAGES

2004 – OUTSTANDING
Beautiful aromatics, excellent fruit concentration and lively acidity. Complete and
complex – the best will age for 20-25 years.

2003 – GOOD TO VERY GOOD
From a torridly hot year, the wines are slightly alcoholic and not all that well
balanced. As always, there are some notable successes, but most examples are for
the short term (7-10 years) and lack finesse

2002 – GOOD
Though huge hailstorms ruined much of the crop in La Morra, there are some
nicely crafted wines. Lighther than most years- drink over the next 3-5 years.

2001 – OUTSTANDING
Richly flavored wines with great concentration and complexity. Beautifully
structured wines with great instensity and precise acidity. 20-25 years.



MASSOLINO – VIGNA RIONDA • SERRALUNGA D’ALBA
Led by Franco Massolino, this is one of the most respected producers in
Piemonte. The wines are traditional in style and offer great varietal purity.

2007 LANGHE CHARDONNAY
Brilliant light yellow with aromas of pineaple and dried pear. Medium-full with
very good concentration. Very good acidity and a round, elegant finish with
tasty fruit. Enjoy over thenext 2-3 years.  ***

2008 DOLCETTO D’ALBA
Light purple with aromas of black plum and black raspberry. Medium-bodied,
this has a soft finish with modest tannins and good acidity. Good varietal
character. Enjoy over the next 2-3 years.  *** ($24)

2008 BARBERA D’ALBA
Light purple with aromas of blackberry and clove. Medium-bodied, this has soft
tannins, and ripe, plummy fruit. Elegantly styled with modest tannins and
lively acidity. Enjoy over the next 2-3 years.  *** ($27)

2006 BARBERA D’ALBA “GISEP”
Light purple with aromas of blackberry, vanilla and mincemeat. Medium-full,
this has a generous mid-palate, soft tannins, very good acidity and light spice
in the finish. Very nice expression of Barbera. Best in 3-5 years.  ****

2005 LANGHE NEBBIOLO
Bright garnet with aromas of red cherry, cedar and a hint of strawberry.
Medium-full with very good concentration. Young tannins, but nicely integrated
along with very good aciidty. Nicely balanced. Best in 3-5 years.  ***

2005 BAROLO
Lovely young garnet color with aromas of currant and cedar. Medium-full with
good concentration. Elegant, supple tannins and good acidity. Round, soft
finish. Not a big wine, but quite drinkable. Best over the next 5-7 years and will
hold for a few more years after that.  *** ($50)

1999 BAROLO “VIGNA RIONDA” RISERVA “Diecianni”
Beautiful garnet with aromas of truffle, cedar and dried cherry. Medium-full
with excellent concentration. Lengthy finish with very good fruit persistence,
lively acidity and refined tannins. Best over the next 7-10 years.  ****

2005 BAROLO “PARAFADA”
(Reviewed on page 11 … ****)

2005 BAROLO “MARGHERIA”
(Reviewed on page 11 … ****)

Imported by Domaine Select Wine Estates, New York, New York
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THE LATEST FROM CAMPANIA

I absolutely love the wines of Campania, both red and white, so I took
advantage of my time in Italy this past May after my week tasting Barolo and
Barbaresco in Alba by traveling to Campania to taste the latest releases. The
top reds are made with Aglianico, while the best whites are made from several
grapes including Greco, Fiano and Falanghina. How refreshing these 2008
whites are – especially after so many big, tannic reds in Piemonte! This is also
an excellent vintage that yielded wines that are a touch lighter than those from
2007, but with very good varietal character and excellent acidity.

FEUDI DI SAN GREGORIO • SORBO SERPICO
This is one of Campania’s – and Italy’s – most important wineries. After more
than 20 years, Feudi is still one of the top estates of the area and that qualiyt
displays itself, especially in white wines such as Cutizzi, Campanaro and
Pietracalda. The estate remains on a roll!

2008 FALANGHINA
Light yellow with aromas of apples and white flowers. Medium-bodied with
good concentration. Tart acidity, good vareital character. Enjoy over the next
two years. *** ($18)

2008 FIANO DI AVELLINO (DOCG)
Light yellow with lovely aromas of yellow peach, a hint of apricot and Bosc
pear. Medium-bodied with very good concentration. Nice mid-palate, very good
acidity and a flavorful finish. Impressive- enjoy over the next 2-3 years.  ***
($21)

2008 GRECO DI TUFO (DOCG)
Light yellow with aromas of meyer lemon and quince. Medium-full with very
good concentration. Lively acidity and nice fruit persistence with a touch of
minerality in the finish. Enjoy over the next 2-3 years.  *** ($21)

2008 FALANGHINA “SERROCIELO” (SANNIO DOC)
Straw-light yellow with lovely aromatics of quince, lime and Anjou pear.
Medium-full with very good to excellent concentration. Long finish with lively
acidity and a light minerality. Beautifully structured wine – a gorgeous
rendition of Falanghina. Enjoy over the next 3-5 years. ***** ($35)

2008 FIANO DI AVELLINO “PIETRACALDA” (DOCG)
Light yellow with aromas of white peach and apricot. Medium-full with very
good to excellent concentration. Lengthy finish with big fruit persistence and
lively acidity. Nicely syled for consumption over the next 3-5 years.  **** ($40)

More reviews of Feudi di San Gregorio on the following page




